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Fublic Law 91-461
9lst Congress, 5, 1628
October 16, 1970

An Act
Bd STAT. 979

Granting the consnr of Cobgeress S Hee Western Interstate i=lear Cangpmek,
aintd related purpases

He it enacted by the Sennie and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Uengresy assembled, That it is hereby Western Intor=
deelared to be the national policy Lo encourage and recognize the per- state Fusleer
formance of functions by the Stotes with respect to the peaceful use Cerpast.
of nuclear energy in itz several forms, The Federal Government recog- Sungent of
nizes that many Emﬁr:lmﬁ in nuclear fields can benefit from conpern- Foneress.
Hon among the States, ns well ws batween the Federal Government
and the States. The importanee of the inberstate compact as one means
for promoting such cooperntion is hereby deelared as part of the inten-
tion of Congrreas, n.]r-mg]}' expressed in port in Public Low 86-373 and 73 5tas. 528,
BT-B63, to facilitate the vze of State jurisdiction in and over portions 42 USC 202l
of the development and regulatory nuclear field. 75 Sted, 249,
@Aec. 2. The Congress herebhy consents. to the Western Inferstote
Nuelenr Compaet, which compuct 15 as follows:

“AwreLe L Potoy axp PrRmose

“The prrty stutes recogmize that the proper employment of seientific
and technological discoveries and advances in nuelear and related fields
wnd direct und collateral applieation and adaptation of processes snd
techniques developed in connection therewith, properly correlated with
the other resourees of the region, con assist substantially in the indus-
trinl progoess of the West and the further development of the economy
af the m%,:ﬁrn. They also recognize that optimum benefit from nuclear
and related scientific or technologieal rezourees, facilities and skills
requires gystematie encouragement, suidance, assistonee, and promo-
tion from the party states on a cooperative basis. It is the pelicy of the
party states to undertake such cooperation on a continuing basis. I
15 the purpose of this compact to provide the instruments and frame-
work for such a cooperative effort in nuclear and related fields, to
enhance the economy of the West and contribute to the individual and
community well-being of the region’s peopla. ;

SAdgricne II. Tur Boarn

“Ia) There is hereby ereated an agency of the party states to be
Enown as the “Western Interatate Nuclenr Board' {EEI‘EH‘HI‘H‘.I}T called
the Bourd). The Board shall be composed of one membar from each
parey state designated or appointed in accordanee with the law of
the state which he represents and serving and subject to remowval in
aecordance with such lvw. Any member of the Board may provida for
il discharge of his duties and the performance of his funetions there-
on {either for the duration of his membership or for any lesser period
of time) by o deputy or assistant, if the lows of his stote malse ifie
provisions therefor, The federal government may be represented with-
out vote if provision is made by federal lnw for such represontation,

*{b) The Board members of the party states shall each be entitled
to one vote on the Board. No action of the Board shall he binding
unless taken at o meeting ac which a majority of all members represent-
ing the party states arve present and wnlesg o majority of the Lotul
number of votes on the Board are enst in favor thercaf.

“e) The Doard shall have a seal,
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“[d) The Board shall elect annually, from among itz moembers,
& chalrman, o vies chairman, and a treansurer. The Board sha!l appoint
and fix the compensation of an Exeeutive Director who .Litmll] HETTE
at ite plensure and who sholl al= act 08 Seeretary, and who, tomether
with the Treasurer, and such other peraonnel as the Board may direet,
shnll ba bonded in sneh amonnts a3 the Board mav reqoire,

#{e) The Executive Divector, with the approval of the Board, shall
appoint and remove or discharge such personnel as may be necessury
for 'I;!m performanes of the Board®s functions irrespective of the eivil
service, personnel or other merit system lawe of any of the party
stites,

“[f) The Ioard may establish and maintain, independently or in
eonjunction with any one or more of the party states, or its institutions
oy subllivisiutss: it snitable retivement system for its full-time employ-
ces, Bmplovees of the Board shall be Efiglh]e. for eorial security cover-
pge in respect of old ape and survivers insurance provided that the
Board toles snch steps as may be necessary pursuant to federal law
to participate in such program of msurance a2 a governmental agene
or unit. The Board may establish and maintsin or participate in Ell.tDE
additional programs of employes henefits a5 may be :Lp]l}mprinte.

*{z} The Board may horrow, necept, or contract for the services of
personnel from any state or the TTnited States or any subdivision or
ageney thereof, from any interstale ageney, or from any institution,
person, firm or eorporation.

“h) The Board may nmc;}:t for any of its purposes and functions
under this compoct any and all denations, and prants of money, equip-
ment, supplies, materinls and services (conditional or otherwisa) from
wity state or the United States or any subdivision or agency thereod, or
inferstate apency, or from any institution, person, firm, or corporation,
and may receive, utilize, nnd dispese of the same, The nature, umount
and sonditione, if any, attendant upon any denation or grant necepted
pursnant to thiz parpgreaph or npon any borrowing pursuant to para-
graph (g} of this Article, together with the identity of the doner,
srantor or lender, shall be detailed in the annual report of the Bonrd.

511} The Board muy establish and maintain sueh focilities as may
be necezenry for the transaeting of its businesz. The Board moy acquire,
held, and convey renl and personal property nnd any interest therein.

#13) The Board shall adopt bylaws, rules, and regulations for the
eonduct of its business, and shall have the power to amend and reseind
thoso h:.r]aws,l:‘l.tlﬁ!s, n.nl:i regulations. The Board ghall publizh its hvlaws
rales, nnd repulations in convenient form and shall file o copy thereof,
and shall nlzo file o eopy of any amendment thereto, with the appropri-
ate ageney or officer in each of the party states.

%] The Board annually shall make to the governor of each party
state, & raport covering the activities of the Board for the pr ﬁ
vanr, and embodying auch recommendations as may have been ndopt
Ty the Board, which report shall be transmitted to the legislatore
of said state. The Bonrd may izeue such additional reports as it may

desm deciroble,
“Apricie 111, Frwaxces

“(p) The Board shell submit to the governor or desipnated officer
or officers of each party state a budget of its estimoted cxpenditures
for such peried as may be reguired by the lnws of that jurisdiction for
seesentation to the legislature thereol,

“h) Each of tlne.EEﬂmd’s budgets of estimated expenditures shall
contain specifie recommendations of the ameunt or ameunts to be
appropriated by each of the purty states, Each of the Board's requests
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for appropriations pursnant to a budgel of estimated expenditnres
shall E-u apportioned equally among the party states. Subject to appro-
priation by lheir respective lepislatures, the Board shall be provided
with such funds by ench of the party states as are necessary Lo provide
the means of cstablishing and maintaining facilities, a stafl of per-
sonnel, and such netivitics ns may be neeessary to fulfill the powers and
duties imposed upon snd entrusted to the Board,

“{c] The Bonrd may meet any of its obligations in whole or in part
with funds available to it under Article IT (L) of this compact, pro-
vided that the Bourd takes specifie nction setting aside such funds
prior to the incurring of any obligation fo be met in whole or in part
it this manner. Ext:l]a:p’r- where the Board makes wse of Tunds available
to it under Article IT{h) hereof, the Eoard shall not incur any obliga-
tion prier to the alletment of funds by the party jurisdictions pdequate
to the meet the same.

“(d} Any expenses and any other eosts for each member of the
Board in attending Hoard meetings shall be met by the Board.

“le)] The Bu:m% shull keep accurste aceounts of all receipts and
dizburscinents. The receipts and disbursements of the Board shall be
aubject to the audit, and necounting provedures established wnder its
Liylaws, However, all receipts :Mltlg izhursements of funds handled
Ly the Board shall be andited vearly by a certified or licensed public
accountant and the report of the audit shall be included in and
Bircamme & pact of the annunl report of the Boaod,

BTy Tha Aceounts of the ]ngnarﬂ shall be apen at any reasonable
time for inspection to persons authorized by the Beard, and duly
designated representatives of povernments contributing to the Board's
support,

“Arrienr IV, Anviaony Coarrers

“The Board may estallizh such advizory and technienl committess
us 1b muy deem neceasary, membership on whicl may include hut not
be limited to private citizens, expert and lay personnel, representa-
tives of industry, labor, commerce, agriculture, civie assooiations, med-
icine, edneation, voluntary health agencies, and officials of loenl, State
and Federal Government, and may cooperate with and nse the serv-
wes of any sueh committees and the orgunizations which they repre-
sent in furthering any of its activities ander this compact.

“Awrene V. Powens

“The Board shall have powar to— ;

() Encourage and promote cooperation among the party stales
in the development and wtilization of nuelear and related technologics
and their application to industry and other fields

“(b) Aseertain and analyze on o confinning basiz the position of
the West with respeet to the employvment in industry of nuclear and
related scientific findings and techinolopies.

“(e) Encourase the development and use of scientific advanees and
discoveries in nuclear facilities, energy, materials, products, hy-prod-
nels, and all other sppropriate adaptationz of seientific and techno-
]I'rggi.nn'[ advances unﬂpgiamverie& :

“{d) Collect, correlate, and disceminate information relating to
the peaceful nses of nuelenr energy, moterinle, and products, and other
products and processes resnlting from the application of related =sei-
engg and teclinology,

“(a)}) Encourage the development and use of nuclear energy, facili-
tieg; instullations, and products as part of 4 balunced economy.
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(1) Conduct, o1 cooparate in condneting, programs of training for
state and local personnel engaged in any nspeets of :

“1. Nuclenr industry, medicine, or edueation, or the promation
or regulntion therenf,

“2. Applying nuelear seientifie pdvances or discoveries, and any
inﬂuﬂ’rmu? eommereinl or olher praocesses resulting therefrom.

. The formulation or administration of measures designed to
promate safety in any matter velated to the development, use or
disposal of nuclear energy, materials, products, by-products,
installations, or wastes, or to sufety in the production, use and dis-
posal of any other substances peenliarly 1'L~,ilju1.u~d thereto.

") Organize and conduct, or assist and cooperate in oreanizing
andl conducting, demonstrations or research in any of the scientific,
technolagical or industrial fields te which this compinct relates,

“(h) Undertake such nonregulatory funetions with respeet to non-
nueleur gources of radiation as may promote the economis develop-
ment and peneral welfare of the West,

“f1) Study industrial, health, safety, and other standnrds, laws,
eodes, rules, regulations, and administrative practices in or related to
muelear fields, -

“(7) Recommend such changes in, or amendments or additions to
the jlu.ws, eodes, rules, regulations, ndministrative procedures and
practices or loeal laws or ordinances of the party states of their sub-
divizions in nuclear and relnted fields, a3 in ils judgment may be
appropricte, Any such recommendations shall be made f'.h:rrm%'h the
appropricte state agency, with due consideration of the desirability of
umiformity but shall alse give spproprinte weight to any special cir-
cumstanees which may justify variations to meet local conditions

“(k) Consider undymnke recommendations designed to focilitote
the transportation of nuclear equipment, moferials, produsts,
by-products, wastes, and any other nuelear or related substanees, in such
manner and nnder suech conditions as will make their availability or
dizposal practicable on an economic and efficient hasis,

“(1} Consider and make recornmendations with respect to the
assumption of and protection againgt lisbility actually or potentinlly
incurred in any phase of operations in nuelear and ralatad ﬁlelds.

“{m) Advise and consult with the federal government comoerni
the common_position of the purty stntes or assist party states wit
regard to individual problems where approprinte in respect to nuclear
atid related fields.

“(n) Cooparate with the Atomie Energy Commission, the National
Aevonauties and Space Administration, the Office of Seience and Tech-
nolopy, or any ngencics suecessor thereto, any other officer or agency
of E‘EB United States, and any other governmental unit or agency or
officer thereof, and with any private perzone or agencies in any of the
fields of itz intersst.

*{o) Act as licensee, contractor or sub-contractor of the TTnited
States (overnment or any party state with respect to the conduct
of any research activity requiring such license or contract and operate
guch research facility or underfolie any program pursusnt thereio,
provided that this power shall be exercized only in comnection with
the implementation of one or more other powerz conferred upon the
Bourd by this compact.

“{p) Propare, lpn.l:-]ish and distribute (with or without charge)
such reports, bulletins, newsletters or other materials ps it deecms
appropriate.

“{q) Ascertain from time to time such methods, practices, circom-
stanees, and conditions as may bring about the prevention and control
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of nuclear ineidents in the aren eomprising the party states, to
coordinate the nuelear incident prevention and control plans and the
vork relating therclo of the appropriute sgencies of the party states
and to facilitate the rendering ﬂ! pid by the party states Lo each
nthar in eoping with nuelear incidents.

“The Board may formulate and, in pecordones with need from
time to time, revise n regional plan or 1‘&&1'111:;11 plans for coping with
nuelear incidents wathin the terrtory of the party states as o whole
or within any Suhi'ﬁg']nn or suhregil}hs of the geographic aren covered
by thiz compact.

“Any nuclear Incident plun in fores pursnant to this paragraph
shall designate the oflicial or sgency in each party stote covered L
the plan who shall coordinate requests for aid porsnant to Artiele VI
of this compaet and the fumishing of aid in responsa thareto,

“Unless the pariy stutes concerned expressly otherwise agree, the
Boerd shall not pdminister the summeoning and dispatehing of aid,
Lt this function sholl be undertalen divectly by the designoted pren-
cies angd officers of the party states,

“Toweaver, the plan or plans of the Board in force pursuant to this
paragraph shall previde for reports to the Board concerning the
peeurrence of nuelenr ineldents and the reguests Tor aid on aeeount
thereof, together with summaries of the actual working and efective-
neas of mutnal pid in partieular instaneces,

“From time to time, the Board shall analyze the information math-
erad from reports of nid pursupnt to Article VI and such other
instanees of mutnal pid as may heve come to itz attention, so that
experience in the rendering of such nid may be avnilahle,

“{r) Prepare, muintain, and implement a regional plan or regional
plans Tor corrying out the duties, powers, or funetions conferred upon
the Board by this compact.

“(3) Undertnlee responsibilities imposed or necessorily mvolved with
regional participation pursmant to such cooperative Fm ram3 of the
federal povernment as are useful in connection with the helds covered
by this compact.

FArTIoie VI, Moroal A

“a) Whenever a party state, or any state or local movernmental
suthorities therein, reguest aid from any other party state pursuant
to this compaet in copmg with & nuclear ineident, it shall be the duty
of the requestad state to render all poceible aid to the requesting state
which is consonant with the maintenanee of protection of its own

eople.

P “ﬁl}} Whenever the officers or employees of any t]'far-t.:.r state ara
rendering outside aid pursuant to the request of another party stote
under this compaet, the officers or employecs of such state shall, under
the direction of the authorities of the state to which they are rendering
wid, have the spme powers, duties, rights, Eri?ilege.a and immunities as
comparable officers and employees of the stote to which they ars
rendering aid.

“(e¢) No perty state or its officers or employees rendering outside
nid pursuant to this compact shall be linble on account of any act or
omission on their part while so engaged, or on account of the main-
tenance or use of any equipment or supplies in connection therewith,

“(d) All lisbility that may orise cither under the laws of the
requesting etate or under the laws of the aiding state or wnder the laws
of a thirf.[f etate on necount of or in connection with a request for aid,
shall be nssumed and borne by the requesting state.
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H (Eg Any party state rendering oulzule ald pursuanl to s eom-
}m.::t. shall be reimbursed by the parly state reeelving such pid Tor any
oss or dumage to, o expense incnrred in the aperation of any equi
ment gngwering o request for aid, and for the eost of all mal’:,uriﬂ}-:,
transportation, wages, salaries and maintenance of oflicers, employees
awivl equipment incurred in connection with such requests: provided
That erhing herein contained shall prevent any nssisting party state
from nssnming such loss, damage, expense vr other cost or from lean-
ing such equipment or from donaling such services to the receiving
party state without charge or cost.

“{f} Ench party state is-‘]m]t provide for the payment of compensa-
tion ond death beniefits to injured officers and employees and the repre-
gontatives of decensed officers and employees in case officers or
employees sustain injuries or death while rendering outside aid pur-
suank to thiz compact, in the same manper and on the same terms as i
the injury or death were sustained within the state by or in which the
afficer or employee was regularly employed.

dpamonE VI STUTPLEMENTART AONERMERNTR

Sind To the extent that the Boaurd baz not undertaken an setivity
or project which would be willun its power under the provisions of
Aclicle V of this compact, uny two or maore of the party states {act-
ing by their duly constituted administrative pﬁ"l-:ﬁn.]ﬁib may enter mto
supplementary agreements for the undertaking and continuance of
such an activity or project, Any such agresment shall speeify the pur-
POSE OF PUrpOBS; its duration and the procedure for termination
1lerenf or withdrawal therefrom; the met nd of finaneing and allo-
r_-uLinﬁ-ct.]m costs of the activily or project; and such other matters ns
may be necessary or appropriate, ]
“No sueh supplementary agreement entered mto pursuant to this
article shall beenme effeetive prior to its submission to and approval
Iy the Boonrd. The Board E:h:ﬂ]iJ wive such approval unless it finds that
the supplementary agreement or activity or project eontemplated
thereby is inconsistent with the provisions of this compact or a pro-
aram o activity conducted by or participated in by the Board.

Hihy Unless all of the party states participate In a supplementary
agreenient, any cost or costs thereof shall be borne separstely by
t.]%; states purty thereto, However, the Board may administer or other-
wise nssist in the operation of any supplementary agreement.

- (;]-:1]- Mo party fo o supplementary agreement entered into pursnant
to this nrticle shall be relieved thereby of any obligation or duty
assumed by said party state imder or pursuant to this compact, excepl
that timely and proper performunce of such obligntion or duly by
means of the supplementary ngreement may be effered as perform-
phce purauant to the compact.

“{d} The provisions to this Article shall a]ib]pl:.r to supplementary
ngreements and activities thereunder, but shall not be construed to
veperl or impair any suthority which officers or agencies of party
states may have pursnant to other laws to undertake cooperalive
arcigenents or projects.

CAnrrone VIIT, Orpen Laws axp RELAITONS

“Wothing in thiz eompact shall be eomstroed fo—

ln) Permit or requim any person or other entity to avoid or
refuse compliance with any lew, rule, regulalion, order or ordinunes
of a _EI%I‘I.I"’-}" state or subdivision thereof now or hereafter made, enncted
Q1 10 1010,
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#(b) Limit, diminish, or otherwise impnir juriediction exereized Iy
the Atomic Encrgy Commission, any agency suecessor thereto, or any
olher federal department, ngency or officer pursnant to and in con-
formity with any valid and operative act of Congress; nor limit,
diminish, affect, or otherwise impair jurisdiction exercised by any off-
CEL O agency Uf?ﬁ party state, exeept to the extent. that the provisions of
this compact may provide therefor,

“lc) Alter the relations between and respective internal responsi-
lilities of the government. of & party state and its subdivisions,

“{d) Permit or authorize the Board Lo own or opernte any facility,
reqctor, or instullation for industrial or commereial purposes.

“Arriene IX. Eocines ]“‘.\J-:'J'IEI-:.I Fsrey ITxro Force awn WiTHIRA WAL

“{a) _Any or all of the states of Alagk, Avizgona, California, Colo-
rade, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevado, New Mexico, Croepon, Ttah,
Washington, and Wyoming shall be eligible to become party to this
CONAEE,

“Lh) Asto any eligible party state, this compact shell beeome effec-
tive when ite legislature shall have enacted the same into law: Pro-
sicled, That it shall not become initinlly effective until enncted inro
Inw by five slates.

*{e} Any party slute may withdraw from this compaet by enacting
a statute repealing the sume, but no such withdrawal shall take effect
until two years af‘%&r the Governor of the withdrawing state has given
notice in writing of the withdrawal 1o the Governors of all other parly
states, Wo withdrawal shall affect any liability already ineurred by or
chargeable to a party state prior to the time of sueh withdrawal.

“0d) Guem and American Samoa, or sithar of them may participale
in the compact to such extent us moy be mutually sereed by the Beard
nnd the duly constituted anthorities of Guum vr American Samon, 18
the ease may be. However, such &mrti{'rlrm.t.iml shall not inclode the
furnishing or receipt of mutual aid pursuant to Article VI, unless that
Article has been enncted or otherwise wdopted =0 a8 to have the full
foree and effect of low in the jurisdietion affectad. Neither Guam nor
American Samoa shall be entitled to voting participation on the Boprd,
unless 1t has beeome o full party to the compaer.

FARTICLE X, SEVERAMLITYT axp CONETRUOTION

#The provisions of this compuct and of any su splemnentary agree-
ment entered into hereunder shall be severable and i% aty phrase, elanse,
santence or provigion of this compact or such supplementary agreement
15 declared to be confrary to the constitution of any participating stute
or of the United States or the applicability thervof to any government,
poency, persot, or cireumstanes is held invalid, the validity of the
remainder of thiz compact or sueh supplementary apveement and the
applicability thereof o any government, ngency, [erson or circum-
stanca shall not le Il.ﬂ'l':l:.'ll..'l.fl wreby. If this compact or any supple-
mentary agreement entered into hereunder shall be held contrary to
the constitution of any state participating thecein, the compact or
such supplementary agresment shall remnin in full Toree and affect oz
tothe remaining stutes and in Tull foree and effect as to the state affectad
as to all saverable matters. The provisions of this campact and of any
supplementary agrepment entered into pursnant thereto shall be libep-
aﬂI_T,.' eonstrued to effectuate the purposes thereof,”

Sec. 3. Puravant bo Artiele IIIEI:I.:I of the Western Interstate Nuclear
Compact, there shall be one repressntative of the Federal Govern-
ment on the Western Interstate Nuelear Bonrd, The representative

Federsl repre—
SETHEGLIVe; ap—
pointaant.
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shull be appointed by the President and he shall report 1o the President
cither directly or through sueh ngrency or official 2a the President may
specify. His compensation shall be in sueh amount as the FPresident
shall specify @ Previded, That i the representative be an employes
of the {'_711i1|_=:] Stutes, he shall serve without additional compensution,
The compeosution, travel expenses, office spac stenographic, and
administrative services of the representative ﬁ]]:ﬁ be paid from any
avuilable upﬁu srintions selected by the head of auch nreney vr fLgre-
CIEE 45 MY esignuted by the President to provide such expenses,

Seg, 4, The Atemie Energy Commission; the ¥National Acronautics
and Space Administration; the Seeretary of Health, Eduention, and
Wellare; the Secretary of Commercs; the Seerstary of Labor; the
Seoretary of Agricolture; and the beads of other departments and
agencies of the Federal Government ave anthorized, within aveilabla
eppropriations snd pursuant to law, (o couperate with the Western
Interstate Kuclear Bowrd.

Sec. 5. Copies of the annunl reports made by the Western Tnterstate
Muelear Board pursuant to artiele IT(k) of the Western Tnteratabe
Nuclear Compact shall be tronsmitted to the President and o the
Joint. Committes on Atomie Energy of the Congress.

Sec. b The consmt to the Western Nuclear Compact given by this
Act shall extend to any and all supplementary agresments entered
into pursnant fo article VII of such Du:nm]]znauL: Provided, That any
#uch supplementary nerecment ia only for the exercise of one o more
of the povers conferred upon the Western Interstate Nuclenr Board
by article V of such compact.

See. 7. The right to alter, amend, or repeal this Act is expressly
reaervd.

i5Ec. B, The right is hereby reserved to the Congress or any of its
standing committees to require the disclosure and furnishing of sueh
information or data by the Western Interstate Nuelear Board 15 i%
decmed approprinte by the Congrress or any such Committes.

Approved October 16, 1970.

GIZIATIVE HISTONY:

HIUSE RETOAT Ho, 911519 {Cumn, on the Judiciery),
SENATE REPCRT Mo, SLe966 (Comm. on the Judicilary),
COHGRESS JOKRAL HECORD, Wel, 115 (1a70):

June 26y sonsidersd and possed Senshe,

Oot, 5y covmidered and possed House,
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