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Introduction: 

The Western Interconnection Regional Advisory Body (WIRAB) appreciates the 
opportunity to submit advice to WECC on the proposed changes regarding the 
WECC Information Reporting and Sharing Policies.  

Background: 

The WECC Governance Committee (GC) is proposing to revise and simplify the 
WECC Information Reporting Policy (IRP) by providing more discretion to the 
WECC staff, removing unnecessary provisions, and updating the data collected by 
WECC to include the collection of “transfer limit” data. Additionally, the WECC 
GC is proposing to revise the WECC Information Sharing Policy (ISP) by allowing 
WECC staff to change data categorizations without Board approval and 

implementing specific changes to existing data categorizations. These proposed changes include 
recategorizations of data with additions to the public and confidential data categories, and the removal 
of sharing restrictions.1 If adopted, the proposed changes would not impact existing IRP and ISP notice 
requirements or reduce opportunities for applicable Members and/or Submitting Entities to submit 
comments and appeal to the Board of Directors. 

WIRAB Advice in Support of Proposed Changes: 

WIRAB supports the proposal to provide the WECC staff with more discretion, allowing the 
WECC staff to independently review and change the categorization of collected data while 
maintaining transparency and opportunities for stakeholders to comment on and appeal the 
staff’s data categorization decisions to the WECC Board. WIRAB continues to encourage WECC 
and other public interest reliability organizations to embolden and rely upon the expertise of 
their staff, allowing them to take the lead role in determining when and how data will be 
reported and shared.2 If adopted, this proposed change could represent substantial progress 
toward addressing a previous WIRAB concern with the potential of inconsistent data 
categorization.3 WIRAB believes that allowing the WECC staff this additional discretion will 

 
1 The WECC GC is proposing to add “transfer limits” to the list of public data; add “short circuit models” to the list 
of confidential data; and remove restrictions on the sharing of Geomagnetic Induced Current and Remedial Action 
Scheme models with non-NERC Registered Entities.   
2 WIRAB Comments on the Final Draft of the Universal Data Sharing Agreement. May 24, 2017. 
https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/12-04-15WIRAB_Peak_Comments_UDSA_Final.pdf 
3 WIRAB previously commented that because the entity responsible for data categorization is unclear, the data 
categorization process may occur differently if the data categorization process relied on new entities every time. 

https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/12-04-15WIRAB_Peak_Comments_UDSA_Final.pdf
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support a more efficient and consistent data categorization process.   

WIRAB supports the proposal to categorize the following information as not restricted and 
publicly available: actual historic hourly wind, solar and hydro generation (aggregated at the 
Balancing Authority level), actual year hourly demand data, and transfer limits. WIRAB 
continues to support making such production cost model (PCM) data publicly available. In its 
August 2018 comments to WECC, WIRAB noted that “PCM data has long served as an important 
and necessary resource for universities, national labs, and other industry partners in their efforts 
to conduct research and analysis and to drive reliability improvements in the Western  
Interconnection.”4 WIRAB believes that restricting access to PCM data would be detrimental to 
planning, research, and innovation with respect to the Bulk Power System, and would thereby 
significantly hinder improvements to reliability. Although this data is publicly available 
elsewhere, WECC will provide an important public service by maintaining and providing a central 
repository for information on the Western Interconnection. 

WIRAB supports the proposals to add Short Circuit Models to the list of data categorized as 
“Confidential – (CEII)” and to remove restrictions on the sharing of Geomagnetic Induced 
Current and Remedial Action Scheme models with non-NERC Registered Entities. Given 
WIRAB’s understanding of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s definition of CEII5 and 
WIRAB’s understanding that these models likely provide specific engineering, vulnerability, or 
detailed design information about critical energy infrastructure in the Western Interconnection, 
WIRAB believes that Short Circuit Models will be appropriately categorized as Confidential. 
WIRAB understands that it is essential to protect CEII, and the “Confidential – (CEII)” designation 
should adequately protect this data. However, WIRAB continues to believe that viable 
requestors of CEII, once deemed legitimate requestors, should have access to “Confidential – 
(CEII)” data if they demonstrate a legitimate need for, and ability to protect, the requested data. 
WIRAB also supports removing restrictions on the sharing of Geomagnetic Induced Current and 
Remedial Action Scheme models with non-NERC Registered Entities, such as National Labs, 
governmental agencies, and universities that have a legitimate need for the information. A 
provision making this data only available to NERC Registered Entities fails to consider the 
requesting entity’s need for, and ability to protect, such information. Therefore, WIRAB 
supports the proposed changes. 

WIRAB continues to support WECC’s ability to use its NERC Rules of Procedure Section 1600 
authority to request information from RCs in the West. With the dissolution of Peak Reliability 
and transition of Peak’s Reliability Coordinator (RC) function to three other entities in the 
Western Interconnection, Balancing Authorities, Transmission Operators, and the RCs 

 
See: WIRAB Advice on WECC’s Information Sharing Policy. August 22, 2018. https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/08-22-18-WIRAB-Advice-WECC-information-sharing-policy-final.pdf 
4 WIRAB Advice on WECC’s Information Sharing Policy. August 22, 2018. https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/08-22-18-WIRAB-Advice-WECC-information-sharing-policy-final.pdf 
5 Critical Energy/Electric Infrastructure Information (CEII). April 1, 2019. https://www.ferc.gov/legal/ceii-
foia/ceii.asp 

https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/08-22-18-WIRAB-Advice-WECC-information-sharing-policy-final.pdf
https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/08-22-18-WIRAB-Advice-WECC-information-sharing-policy-final.pdf
https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/08-22-18-WIRAB-Advice-WECC-information-sharing-policy-final.pdf
https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/08-22-18-WIRAB-Advice-WECC-information-sharing-policy-final.pdf
https://www.ferc.gov/legal/ceii-foia/ceii.asp
https://www.ferc.gov/legal/ceii-foia/ceii.asp
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renegotiated the Universal Data Sharing Agreement (UDSA), creating the Western 
Interconnection Data Sharing Agreement (WIDSA) to govern data sharing amongst reliability 
entities in the West. Although WECC is a signatory to the agreement, the WIDSA prohibits WECC 
from internally sharing WIDSA-covered data with WECC’s compliance department in connection 
with a compliance or enforcement action.6 WIRAB interprets the WIDSA to mean the WECC can 
freely share this data internally for all other purposes except initiating or engaging in a 
compliance or enforcement action under Section 215 of the Federal Power Act, Section 400 of 
the NERC Rules of Procedure, or any procedures adopted pursuant to those authorities. In its 
April 2019 comments to WECC, WIRAB noted its support of WECC’s decision to use Section 1600 
and the WECC Data Request Process as an appropriate way to ensure the organization would 
continue to receive the information it needs while still adhering to data protection requirements 
in NERC Rules of Procedure.7 If, through the WIDSA, industry-imposed restrictions prevent 
WECC from receiving the information it needs to perform its delegated functions, WIRAB fully 
supports WECC using its authority under Section 1600 of the NERC Rules of Procedure to 
request and obtain the needed information. However, WIRAB supports the GC’s proposal to 
update the IRP and ISP to reference the newly signed WIDSA, replacing references to the UDSA. 

WIRAB Advice to Improve Transparency in the Information Sharing and Reporting Policies: 

WECC should include a provision in the Information Sharing and Reporting Policies requiring 
that WECC staff inform the Governance Committee (GC) of any decisions to change the 
categorization of collected data. Updating the GC of such staff decisions provides an 
opportunity for oversight and review of the staff’s reclassification of information categorization 
determinations. This action by WECC staff and the GC will improve transparency when data 
categories are updated by ensuring that independent board members of the GC are fully aware 
that such changes have been made.  

WECC should work with stakeholders to develop specific criteria for categorizing data as 
Public Information, Market Sensitive Information, Confidential Information, and CEII. The 
Information Sharing and Reporting Policies provide an extensive list of data designated for 
inclusion under each data category. However, no explanation about why or what data should be 
included within each category is provided. WECC should work with stakeholders to develop 
criteria and a process for categorizing data, thereby improving transparency and providing 
substantial guidance to WECC staff in their efforts to review and change the categorization of 
collected data. This has been a longstanding WIRAB recommendation; one that WIRAB believes 
is an important aspect of a well-developed data sharing policy.8 

 
6 Western Interconnection Data Sharing Agreement. December 11, 2019. 
http://www.caiso.com/Documents/WesternInterconnectionDataSharingAgreement.pdf 
7 WIRAB Advice on WECC’s Reliability Coordinator Data Request. April 22, 2019. 
https://westernenergyboard.org/download/wirab-advice-weccs-reliability-coordinator-data-request-april-2019/  
8 WIRAB Advice on WECC’s Information Sharing Policy. August 22, 2018. https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/08-22-18-WIRAB-Advice-WECC-information-sharing-policy-final.pdf 

http://www.caiso.com/Documents/WesternInterconnectionDataSharingAgreement.pdf
https://westernenergyboard.org/download/wirab-advice-weccs-reliability-coordinator-data-request-april-2019/
https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/08-22-18-WIRAB-Advice-WECC-information-sharing-policy-final.pdf
https://westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/08-22-18-WIRAB-Advice-WECC-information-sharing-policy-final.pdf

