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Western Interstate Energy Board 

2023 Winter Wildfire Meeting 
March 1 – 2, 2023 

Vancouver, British Columbia 

Day 1: Wednesday, March 1, 2023 

8:00 am Welcome Breakfast 

9:00 - 10:00 am The Legacy of Wildfire in the West 

Wildfires are, and always will be, a part of the West. In this opening session, we will 

learn about the history of wildfires in the West from pre-colonial indigenous practices 

for fire management, to the more recent statistics including fire causes, sizes, 

frequency, and severity, all to help us understand the present and anticipated near 

future state for wildfires in the west. Experts on this panel will set the stage for this two-

day meeting, providing critical insight into our past so we can better prepare for the 

future. 

• Moderator: Dave Morton, Chair and CEO, British Columbia Utilities Commission

• Dr. Lori Daniels, Professor, Department of Forest and Conservation Sciences,

University of British Columbia [pdf]

• Dr. Scott Stephens, Professor of Fire Science, Department of Environmental Science,

Policy, and Management, University of California, Berkeley [pdf]

10:00 - 10:30 am Break 

10:30 - 11:45 am  Using Satellite Vegetation Intelligence to Create a Defensible 

Wildfire Mitigation Strategy 

Record-breaking temperatures, droughts, and infestations are driving unprecedented 

fuel loads and ignition risk globally, and electric utilities must continually improve their 

wildfire mitigation strategies in order to get, and stay, ahead of the mounting stakes. 

Additionally, many utilities are now facing the constant pressure of a year-round wildfire 

season; CORE Electric Cooperative is using satellite vegetation intelligence and 

partnering with their community to ensure they minimize risk effectively year after year. 

In this session, panelists will share how utilities with limited resources can create an 

actionable, effective wildfire mitigation plan with the support of satellite vegetation 

intelligence. 

• Moderator: Ann Rendahl, Commissioner, Washington Utilities and Transportation

Commission

• Jordan Ambrogi, Wildfire Mitigation Coordinator, CORE Electric Cooperative

• Lynn Petesch, Head of Customer Success, Overstory [pdf]

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/85605366497?pwd=aW4vRkxvSUNaT2phNVUzVVkwOW5SUT09
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/LoriDaniels.pdf
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/ScottStephens.pdf
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/LynnPetesch_JordanAmbrogi.pdf
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11:45 - 1:30 pm Lunch, On Your Own  

 

1:30 - 2:30 pm Energy Emergencies: State Level Planning for Wildfires 

Emergency preparedness is a critical piece of planning for and responding to a wildfire, 

and state energy offices play an important role including the development of energy 

emergency plans. These plans provide a framework for prioritizing and protecting 

resources, communicating with other key agencies, and coordinating with local utilities 

and energy providers during a critical event. Panelists will discuss the strategies used to 

develop, update, and implement these plans with regards to increased risks from 

wildfires on the electric system as well as share lessons learned in coordinating 

resources and communications during wildfire events. 

• Moderator: David Erne, Deputy Director, Energy Assessments Division, California 

Energy Commission [pdf] 

• Jeff Blend, Ph.D., Energy Emergency Lead, Montana Energy Office [pdf] 

• Eli King, Energy Resilience and Emergency Management Office Director, 

Washington Department of Commerce [pdf] 

• John Parks, Policy Analyst, Electricity Market and Transmission, Colorado Energy 

Office [pdf] 

 

2:30 - 3:00 pm Break  

 

3:00 - 4:15 pm Assessing the Threat: Technology and Forecasting Extreme 

Conditions  

Climate change continues to be a pervasive threat to our world, creating volatile 

conditions that threaten our electric system and environment. As winter snows melt 

earlier, and summers become hotter and dryer, the risk of wildfire begins earlier in the 

year and with more intensity. Given these changing assumptions, the need for advanced 

forecasting of risk and extreme conditions is essential, and new emerging technologies 

can help meet this need and aid wildfire mitigation across Western utility service areas. 

Panelists will discuss how their organizations have incorporated these various tools and 

methodologies as well as some of the challenges and successes they have experienced 

when monitoring risks and extreme conditions. 

• Moderator: Steve Ashbaker, Reliability Initiatives Director, Western Electricity 

Coordinating Council 

• Justin Bohlen, Lead Reliability Coordinator, Reliability Coordination, CAISO [pdf] 

• Ben Peco, Senior Manager, Security and Emergency Management, BC Hydro [pdf] 

• Sally Wang, Data Scientist, Computational Climate Science, Pacific Northwest 

National Laboratory [pdf] 

 

4:15 pm   Recess 

 

https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/DavidErne.pdf
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/JeffBlend.pdf
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/EliKing.pdf
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/JohnParks.pdf
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/JustinBohlen.pdf
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/BenPeco.pdf
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/SallyWang.pdf
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Day 2:   Thursday, March 2, 2023 

8:00 am Networking Breakfast  

  

9:15 - 10:30 am Reducing the Risk: Public Safety Power Shutoffs and Threat 

Mitigation  

Day 2 of the Wildfire Conference begins with a panel on public safety power shutoffs 

(PSPSs) and a reflection on their successes and limitations. PSPSs have allowed utilities 

to de-energize certain areas during a high wildfire risk weather event, but this leaves 

communities without power for prolonged periods of time. As the risk of catastrophic 

wildfire worsens, what is the appropriate role for this tool and how do we limit its use 

and mitigate its impacts? The experts on this panel will discuss how PSPS are deployed 

and what other responses may be necessary to reduce risks. 

• Moderator: Letha Tawney, Commissioner, Oregon Public Utility Commission 

• Mike Bartel, Vice President of Operations, AltaLink 

• Claire Halbrook, Director, GridWorks 

• Bill Messner, Director of Wildfire Mitigation and Resiliency, Portland General 

Electric  

 

10:30 - 11:00 am Break  

 

11:00 - 12:00 pm Holistic Impacts of Wildfires and Long-Term Recovery  

Wildfires do not occur in isolation. As we have seen in many of our own communities, 

the burning leaves deep scars on the land and in our communities, inducing other 

natural disasters such as landslides and floods. Long-term recovery is more than just 

restoring power; it is also an essential part of the plan to mitigate the associated natural 

resource and community impacts that follow a fire. As more and more people relocate 

to rural areas, we must look at holistic prevention and recovery approaches and find a 

way to prioritize equity for people and natural resources. 

• Moderator: Michael Furze, Assistant Director, Energy Division, Washington 

Department of Commerce 

• Lindsey Quam, Deputy State Forester and Tribal Liaison, Forestry Division, New 

Mexico Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department [pdf] 

• Kit O’Connor, Research Ecologist, Rocky Mountain Research Station, USDA Forest 

Service [pdf]  

 

12:00 - 1:30 pm Lunch, On Your Own  

 

  

https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/LyndseyQuam.pdf
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/KitOConnor.pdf
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1:30 - 2:30 pm Utility Regulation: Prudent Investments, Best Practices, and 

Cost Comparisons  

Wildfires affect communities catastrophically and disproportionally. Upfront 

investments could prevent significant damage and have a high return on investment, yet 

they may still be difficult to justify or recover through the regulatory process. In this 

session, we’ll hear from utilities and regulators on how they view investments for 

prevention and recovery from wildfires, as well as strategies for prudent investments. 

• Moderator: Phillip Moeller, Executive Vice President, Business Operations and 

Regulatory Affairs, Edison Electric Institute 

• Dave Danner, Chair, Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission 

• Taras (“TM”) Sandulak, Manager, Emergency Management and Business Continuity 

Program, Fortis BC 

• Mary Throne, Commissioner, Wyoming Public Service Commission 

 

2:30 - 3:30 pm Regionalization of the Lessons We’ve Learned 

In this closing session, we will take a step back to look at what we have experienced, 

and the lessons learned from so many wildfire events across our region. As we hear in 

many other forums, states and provinces in the West can no longer afford to operate in 

isolation. It is necessary to bridge the gap in our experiences and share the challenges, 

failures, and successes we have had when dealing with wildfires. Experts on this panel 

will share their thoughts and perspectives on what we can learn from our history and 

facilitate group dialogue on how to move forward. 

• Moderator: Amy Sopinka, Acting Executive Director, Electricity Policy Branch, British 

Columbia Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation 

• Caroline Thomas Jacobs, Director, California Office of Energy Infrastructure Safety 

[pdf] 

• Connor Wollis, Wildfire and Land Management Specialist, Alberta Wildfire [pdf] 

 

3:30 pm  Adjourn, Travel Safely  

https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/CarolineThomasJacobs.pdf
https://www.westernenergyboard.org/wp-content/uploads/ConnorWollis-v2.pdf
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