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Introduction: 

The Western Interconnection Regional Advisory Body (WIRAB) appreciates the 
opportunity to submit advice to the WECC Board of Directors on the organization’s 
proposed 2020 Near-Term Priorities.  

Background: 

WECC is seeking stakeholder comments on four proposed 2020 Near-Term 
Priorities that will inform the organization’s efforts to address emerging reliability 
risks. These proposed Near-Term Priorities were developed per the organization’s 
Strategic and Operating Planning Process and informed by NERC’s 2019 ERO 
Reliability Risk Priorities Report and input from WIRAB, the WECC Member 
Advisory Committee (MAC), WECC Subject Matter Experts, and other stakeholders 

attending WECC’s February 20, 2020, Reliability Workshop and May 5, 2020, Board Workshop. Through 
its stakeholder processes, WECC has made an effort to identify reliability issues that are unique in impact 
or importance to the Western Interconnection or where WECC can make a material contribution over the 
next few years. 

WECC’s Proposed Near-Term Priorities: 

The WECC Staff has identified four Near-Term Priorities that address the risks previously identified by 
WIRAB as significant.  These WECC Near-Term Priorities include: 

1) Resource Adequacy and Performance – Study interconnection-wide future resource adequacy and 
performance considering: 

a. The importance of working with resource planners and decision-makers, 
b. Benefits of resource diversity (geographical and resource type), and 
c. Technology performance during various conditions (e.g., solar during extreme heat). 

2) Changing Resource Mix – Evaluate the impacts of the changing resource mix considering: 
a. Large amounts of coal and nuclear plant retirements, 
b. High use of inverter-based resources, 
c. Transmission congestion and other deliverability challenges, 
d. Changes to capacity factors of natural gas resources, 
e. System stability and voltage challenges, and 
f. The benefits and challenges associated with energy storage and hybrid resources. 

3) Extreme Natural Events - Prepare for and evaluate impacts on the BPS caused by extreme natural 
events (e.g., wildfires, drought, heavy rain, flooding, extreme cold, pandemics, earthquakes). 

Alberta 
Arizona 
Baja California 
British Columbia 
California 
Colorado 
Idaho 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Mexico 
Oregon 
South Dakota 
Texas 
Utah 
Washington 
Wyoming 
 
Kara Fornstrom 
Chair 
 
Janea Scott 
Vice Chair 
 
Maury Galbraith 
Executive Director 



Re: WECC’s 2020 Near-Term Priorities 
June 10, 2020 

Page 2 of 2 
 

Share best practices and lessons learned from individual state and utility experiences across the 
Interconnection. 

4) Distribution System and Customer Load Impacts on the BPS – Investigate and develop 
recommendations to limit the reliability risk to the BPS caused by changes to the distribution 
system (e.g., growth of distributed energy resources and behind-the-meter storage) and customer 
loads. This should include operational and planning activities. 

WIRAB Advice: 

WIRAB supports the WECC staff’s proposed Near-Term Priorities and recommends that the 
WECC Board adopt the proposed Near-Term Priorities as identified. 

WECC’s proposed Near-Term Priorities are in alignment with WIRAB’s view of the most significant 
risks to BPS reliability in the Western Interconnection, and WIRAB believes that WECC has the 
expertise and resources necessary to mitigate those risks. WIRAB supports WECC’s efforts and is 
willing to work with WECC on engaging state and provincial regulators and policymakers in an 
effort to address these Near-Term Priorities. 

WIRAB recommends that the WECC Board solicit status updates no less than quarterly on the 
implementation of the Near-Term Priorities from WECC’s Vice President of Reliability 
Assessments and Performance Analysis (RAPA). 

The draft Near-Term Priorities document provides an excellent foundation that will inform and 
provide direction to WECC committees and program-area workplans. These workplans will 
include detailed information on who will be responsible for addressing each activity, when 
activities are expected to be completed, and what work products are expected. WIRAB commends 
WECC for ensuring that the workplans are specific enough to encourage follow through. Central 
coordination and comprehensive reporting will be key to efficiently and effectively managing 
WECC’s Standing Committee, program area, and staff efforts, ensuring progress on all fronts, 
avoiding duplication of efforts, and supporting timely progress on these important issues. WECC 
has recently made significant improvements to coordination with the revamped Joint Guidance 
Committee, which is co-chaired by WECC’s Vice President of RAPA and a rotating member of the 
WECC Standing Committee and MAC Chairs. WIRAB recognizes that the work to address the Near-
Term Priorities will fall, primarily, under the purview of WECC’s RAPA program-area. Therefore, 
WIRAB believes that WECC’s VP of RAPA is well-positioned to keep the Board apprised of the 
efforts and progress achieved with regard to WECC’s Near-Term Priorities. This action of informing 
the Board of progress will encourage accountability and follow-through at the Board level and 
support a successful WECC Strategic Planning Process.  
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