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The Office



Utah Office of Energy 
Development
Two main portions of the Office

Programs and Grants  - Federal and state incentive, grants, education efforts

o High cost infrastructure tax credit , rural EV infrastructure , STEMfest

Research – In-house expertise on energy issues and guiding policy or initiatives

o Operation Gigawatt, Publications, SB 132

Self-contained entities

o San Rafael Energy Research Center – Research center for energy-related
projects like supercritical CO2, pilot nuclear projects

o Nuclear Consortium – Foster statewide coordination between nuclear 
stakeholders to drive to nuclear deployments

o Advanced Energy and Nuclear Institute – Similar to the consortium, 
but between academia and the national labs and focusing on research



Operation Gigawatt



Operation Gigawatt
“Energy is the engine that drives our society forward, we need more energy at a time when our supply is decreasing. We 
will build upon Utah’s ‘any of the above’ energy policy with a ‘more of the above’ approach by doubling our energy-
generating capacity over the next 10 years.” - Gov. Cox, Press Release, October 8, 2024

Four Pillars to Energy Abundance

o Increasing transmission capacity so more power can be placed on the grid and moved to where it is needed

o Expanding energy production, including investing in the state’s current energy infrastructure while developing new 
sustainable sources

o Enhancing Utah’s policies to enable clean, reliable energy like nuclear, geothermal, battery storage and natural gas

o Investing in innovation and research that aligns with the state’s energy policies



Population Growth



Demand Growth



Transmission



National Transmission Needs



Utah’s Transmission Network

80% 

owned by PacifiCorp 

20% 

owned by cooperatives

Heatmap of Utah Load
2021 Utah Transmission Needs Study

Existing Transmission
2021 Utah Transmission Needs Study



State Touchpoints

State regulation (https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title54/Chapter18/54-18.html , https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title54/Chapter4/54-4-S25.html , 

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title11/Chapter13/11-13-S304.html )

Local regulation (https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9A/10-9a.html , https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title17/Chapter27A/17-27a.html , 

https://luau.utah.gov/resource-center/ )

Utility Facility Review Board (https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title54/Chapter14/54-14.html)
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64% Federal Lands:

BLM, US Forest Service, National Park Services, Department of 

Defense, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

10% State Lands: 

SITLA, Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands, Department 

of Natural Resources

4.5% Tribal Lands: 

Bureau of Indian Affairs, Native American Tribes

21% Privately Owned

Utah’s Land Ownership



TransWest Express



TransWest Express Overview



Concept initiated in 2005, with BLM-led NEPA process starting 

in 2008.

Final EIS completed in 2015; Record of Decision (ROD) issued 

in 2016 — 11 years total permitting duration.

Required over 100 separate permits, authorizations, and 

agreements across jurisdictions.

TransWest Express History and Timeline

Permitting Timeline



State Energy Offices



Strategic Energy Plan: Main Elements
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Regional Engagement

Future work on external engagements to offer modeling scenarios

o Tri-state engagement with Wyoming and Idaho already

o Engage with state energy office/equivalents for regional perspective

Work with national labs on modeling and potential grant partners

Engage with NGOs, WECC, WIEB

Partner with local universities on general energy issues beyond grid



Thank  You

Tim Kowalchik  |  Research Director

tkowalchik@utah.gov | 801-865-4353

energy.utah.gov
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